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SELECT COMMITTEE INTO ABORIGINAL HEALTH SERVICES IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 
APPOINTMENT 

Motion 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [5.42 pm]:  One of the real problems for law-makers in the time of the 
Whitlam Government occurred when Aboriginal people were granted drinking rights.  I am obviously not 
qualified to say how legislators can get around that problem.  However, unless something can be done about it, 
there will be an obvious difference in the health, attitude and other aspects of dry Aboriginal communities as 
opposed to those that are not dry.  There is a great similarity between Aboriginals on social security and Maoris 
in New Zealand on social security.  Some members of the House may have seen the film Once Were Warriors, 
which showed clearly that male Maoris, like male Aboriginals, were the traditional hunters and providers.  
However, social security has reversed that role because it is paid to female partners.  As a result, male and 
female roles have changed.  Males are not now the providers and that has generated huge social problems.  I do 
not pretend that no social problems existed when social security payments were made to the male in a family 
who perhaps spent it in a pub.  However, I am emphasising that we must consider a panorama of needs to help 
improve the health of Aboriginal people.   

It is a fact that Aboriginal children are paid to attend school.  They book into school at the beginning of the day 
and then leave.  That is one example of a good idea to encourage children to attend school that is not working.  
Social security provides them with more spending money so that they can go out and have a good time after they 
have checked in. 

I support the honourable member’s motion.  However, I stress that Aboriginals need a total change of direction 
to improve their health from the one that they sadly seem to be going in at the moment.  A great deal of money 
directed at various so-called good causes in the Aboriginal community does not actually go to Aboriginals.  It 
appears to go to administration, fancy buildings and Caucasian advisers; I believe Stephen Hawke is a well-
known one. 

The PRESIDENT:  I give the call to Hon Simon O’Brien but, in doing so, indicate that time has elapsed for the 
continuation of debate on this motion and we must proceed to orders of the day. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


